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INTRODUCTION
● Dignity is a multi-faceted, value-based, 

dynamic concept of humanity that serves as 
one of the core guidelines in healthcare delivery
○ Yet, it is an abstract, nebulous concept 

without immediate application
● The dignity in people with dementia (PwD) is 

easily compromised due to progressively 
worsening cognitive, behavioral, and functional 
capacities
○ PwD are at risks towards receiving 

disease-related therapy that does not 
align with personal values or preferences
■ Increases the likelihood of 

inefficient resource utilization 
and care-related costs
● By 2050, more than $1.8 

trillion are estimated as the 
total cost of dementia care 

■ Aggravates discomforts and 
diminishes quality of life

● Purpose: To understand dignity conceptually 
and integrate dignity harmoniously and 
practically into dementia care-related planning 
and management, the concept of dignity for 
PwD must be first established

METHOD
● We conducted a concept analysis using Walker 

and Avant’s eight-step process
● A comprehensive literature search was 

conducted using the PubMed and CINAHL 
databases

● Search keywords: “dignity”, “dementia”, 
“Alzheimer’s disease”,“dementia care” 

CONCEPT SYNTHESIS

Figure 1. Data analysis flowchart with article distribution Figure 2.Concept diagram of dignity in people with dementia

CASE EXAMPLE
Setting: A person with dementia who lives at home with 
his wife being the primary caregiver. 

Figure 3.Dignified care case example 

Overall implication: Personal wishes are respected, 
autonomy is well-protected, effective participation in 
worthiness enhanced activities. 

DISCUSSION
● Although the concept of dignity can be grandiose 

and sound far-fetched, much dementia related 
scientific advancement and social progression have 
already started supporting dignity in PwD

● Non-maleficence is an already established core 
ethical principle in healthcare
○ Should occur naturally for the care in PwD

● Unprecedented opportunities for PwD to establish 
care based on their personal values with the 
presence of early diagnosis
○ Empowering "demented with dignity"

● Progressive evolution of policy changes to support 
dementia-friendly environmental scaffolding
○ National Alzheimer's Project Act
○ Comprehensive Care for Alzheimer's Act

CONCLUSION
● Under the healthcare setting, dignity is the 

promotion of worthiness and accordance of respect 
that allows the unconditional presence of a person’s 
sense of self via both intrinsic and external factors 
regardless of health status
○ This concept analysis yields actionable targets 

for facilitating dignity among PwD
● Dignity is a foundational and essential human value, 

and its meaningful incorporation into dementia care 
has the potential to promote efficient and effective 
care that optimizes the quality of life for PwD 
throughout their disease progression
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